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TO MRS. KIRKPATRICK

[Sidney] Tuesday, July 20, 1813.

. . . . I every day from the time I received
Maria's, intended writing to press you to come on and
pass a few weeks or more with us and to bring Fanny
and Elizabeth. I believed such a jaunt might be highly
serviceable to you all. But it is now out of the question
and will be so while the British are such near neighbours
and continue to menace us. Until the late alarm I have
never been able to realize our being in a state of war;
but now when such active preparations are made, when so
many of our citizens and particular acquaintance have
marched to meet the enemy, I not only believe but feel
the unhappy state of our country. Mr. Seaton and Mr.
Gales * are both with our troops at Warburton, and Mrs.
Seaton and Miss Gales anxiety naturally excites ours. It
is generally believed impossible for the English to reach
the city, not so much from our force at Warburton, tho'
that is very large, as from the natural impediments; the
river being very difficult of navigation. Every pre-
caution has been taken to ensure the safety of the city.
Fort Warburton is in a state of perfect defence and our
troops are each day augmented by hundreds and thou-
sands from the adjoining country who come pouring in.
The presence of Genl. Armstrong and Col. Monroe, ani-
mates and invigorates our soldiers. And our little army
is full of ardour and enthusiasm. Mr. Gales and Seaton
have each been up to look after the paper and give a most
interesting and animating picture of the scene. There is
so little apprehension of danger in the city, that not a

1 They were brothers-in-law and edited Tie National Intelligencer from
1812 to 1863, when Gales died. Gales acquired the paper from Mr. Smith
in 1810,
